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Background 
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In 1973, upon the accession of the United Kingdom 
to the European Common Market the question of 
the relationship with African, Caribbean and Pacific 
states was raised. 

The European Economic Community  embarked on 
negotiations with a number of developing countries 
in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific which led 
to the conclusion of the Lomé Convention in 1975 . 



Background 

 The Lomé Convention was 

essentially a trade and 

development cooperation 

Agreement  which 

provided for the granting 

of non-reciprocal 

preferential (duty free) 

access in favour of exports 

from the African 

Caribbean and Pacific 

states (ACP). 
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Background
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The Lome Conventions, first signed in 1975 and then renewed in 
1980, 1985, 1991 and 1996.

WTO ruled that Lome was in contravention of WTO rules, 
providing unfair advantage to ACP Countries.

•Did not extend to all developing countries;

•Did not meet the requirement of the WTO  Article XXIV on Regional Trade 
Agreements (RTAs) s as they were non-reciprocal

On 23 June 2000 at Cotonou, the 77 States of the ACP Group 
and the European Union signed a new 20-year Cotonou 
Partnership Agreement



Background
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The EU applied for a waiver in the WTO to allow the maintenance 
of the Lome trade arrangements on a temporary basis

In exchange for the waiver, the EU and ACP States had agreed to 
replace the Cotonou Preferential Trade  Agreement with a 
reciprocal, WTO-compatible Agreement

A deadline of December 31 2007 was set for the introduction of a 
new trade regime



Background 

6

 The  CARIFORUM- EU 

Economic Partnership 

Agreement  was 

signed by 27 EU 

Member States and 

14 CARIFORUM States 

in October 2008





Key Dates 

in 

Caribbean 

EU –

Relationship 

728th February 1975, the first ACP-EEC 
Convention signed in Lome, Togo and 
the Caribbean’s “Special Relationship” 
with the EU began. Barbados was one 

of six CARICOM States to join other 
developing countries from Africa and 

the Pacific to form the ACP Group.

November 1992, the Caribbean Forum 
(CARIFORUM) of the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific Group of States was formally 
established; following the accession of 
the Dominican Republic to the Lomé IV 

ACP-EC Convention.

23rd June 2000, ACP-EU Partnership 
Agreement signed in Cotonou, Benin.



Key Dates in Caribbean EU – Relationship 
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14 Nov. 2001

ACP & EU secured a WTO waiver to 
allow the Cotonou Agreement’s non-
reciprocal market access arrangements 
to remain in force until 31st December 
2007.

27 Sep. 2002

Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) 
negotiations began at all-ACP level in 
Brussels, Belgium.

16 Apr. 2004

CARIFORUM-EU regional EPA 
negotiations launched in Kingston, 
Jamaica.



Key Dates in Caribbean EU – Relationship 
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16 Dec. 2007

EPA negotiations completed 
and text initialled by the two 
Chief Negotiators in 
Bridgetown, Barbados.

1 Jan. 2008

guaranteed duty free 
access into EU market for 
CARIFORUM goods 
instituted.

15 Oct. 2008

EPA signed in Bridgetown, 
Barbados.

29 Dec. 2008

provisional application of 
EPA commenced.



Implementing Countries 

Dominican Republic 

Antigua and Barbuda   

The Bahamas 

Barbados 

Belize 

Dominica

 Grenada

 Guyana

 Jamaica

 Saint Lucia

 Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines

 Saint Kitts and Nevis

 Suriname

 Trinidad and Tobago
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Overview 

 The CEPA enables CARIFORUM States and 
the EU to satisfy their obligations under the 
WTO, by liberalizing “substantially all trade” 
between them under a comprehensive 
Trade Agreement.

 The Agreement provides for free trade 
between the two sides in both goods and 
services with the Caribbean being allowed 
a period of up to twenty-five (25) years to 
liberalise its import trade in goods from the 
EU.  

It  provides for, development cooperation and 
technical assistance for CARIFORUM countries. 
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Overview

 The provisions of the 

CARIFORUM- EU Economic 

Partnership Agreement  is 

wider than a traditional 

trade in goods agreement. 

It includes commitments on 

trade in services, 

investment, trade-related 

issues such as competition 

policy, government 

procurement, intellectual 

property rights, as well as 

sustainable development 

aspects. 
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Overview 

 The agreement has important provisions 
which provide for the following:

 helps the two regions invest in and 
trade with each other

 provides predictable market access 
for EU and Caribbean traders

 gradually opens the EU market in 
services, including creative and 
entertainment industries, as well as the 
Caribbean market for EU service 
providers

 ensures duty-free-quota-free market 
access into the EU for all products
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Overview 

 EU exports of sensitive products are 
gradually liberalised over a period of 25 
years

 Makes it possible for CARIFORUM 
companies to set up a commercial 
presence in the EU

 Provides for regional preference clause 
for trade within the Caribbean region, 
fostering regional integration and 
regional value chains.

 The Agreement also includes a 
separate Protocol on Cultural 
Cooperation,
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Overview 

 The agreement helps the two 
regions invest in and trade with 
each other

 provides predictable market 
access for EU and Caribbean 
traders

 gradually opens the EU market 
in services, including creative and 
entertainment industries, as well 
as the Caribbean market for EU 
service providers

 ensures duty-free-quota-free 
market access into the EU for all 
products
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Overview 

 EU exports of sensitive products are 
gradually liberalised over a period of 
25 years

 makes it possible for CARIFORUM 
companies to set up a commercial 
presence in the EU

 provides for regional preference 
clause for trade within the Caribbean 
region, fostering regional integration 
and regional value chains.

 The Agreement also includes a 
separate Protocol on Cultural 
Cooperation,
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Provisions 

of the 

Agreement 

Key Objectives of the CEPA

TRADE PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Article 1 :  Objectives

The objectives of this Agreement are:

Contributing to the reduction and 
eventual eradication of poverty

Promoting regional integration, economic 
cooperation and good governance



Objectives ( con’t) 
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Encouragement of 

gradual integration of 

CARIFORUM States 

into the world 

economy

Capacity building of 

the CARIFORUM 

States in trade policy

Improve the 

investment climate, 

private sector 

environment, supply 

capacity 

competitiveness and 

the economic growth

Strengthen the 

relations based on 

solidarity and mutual 

interest between the 

Parties



General 

Provisions
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An arrangement for the 
progressive, reciprocal and 
asymmetric liberalization

States retain the right to 
regulate and introduce 
new regulations to meet 
legitimate policy objectives

Measure must not be 
applied to nullify or impair 
benefits



General 

provision 

(Cont’d)
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Does not include activities in the 
exercise of governmental authority

Subsidies are not covered by the 
Agreement

Do not apply to activities such as 
mining, manufacturing, processing of 
nuclear materials, production of arms, 
national and international air transport 

Immigration policies and procedures 
not covered



National 

Treatment
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Where there are Market 
Access commitments States 
shall grant treatment no less 
favorable than that 
accorded to their own 

(treatment will be 
considered less favorable if 
it modifies the conditions of 
competition in favor of the 
other party)



Most-

Favored 

Nation 

Treatment

(MFN)
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The EU shall accord treatment no less 
favorable than the most favorable 
accorded to third country with whom 
they conclude and agreement with 
after signature of the EPA

CF shall accord treatment no less 
favorable than the most favorable 
accorded to any major trading 
economy – (major trading economy 
is any country with more than 1% 
world share in merchandise trade or 
group with more that 1.5%)  



Rules on 

Services

• Mainly GATS approach

• National Treatment, MFN

• Mutual recognition of qualifications

• Special categories of natural persons for 
temporary entry:

– Key personnel (managers, specialists) and 
graduate 

trainees               

– Business Services Sellers

– Contractual Services Suppliers

– Independent Professionals

– Short Term Visitors for business purposes
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Key Provision 

for the 

Services 

Sector 

 The Agreement contains 

key provision that allow 

CARIFORUM Service 

Providers to benefit from 

the CEPA.  CARIFORUM 

Service Providers can 

use various means to 

establish their presence 

in the European Union 

market.  
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Temporary 

Presence of 

Natural 

Persons for 

Business 

Purposes 

 Key Personnel – a national 
employed by a legal entity 
responsible for setting up or the 
proper control for commercial 
presence 

 Business visitors – must be in a 
senior position, do not engage 
in direct transaction with the 
general public and do not 
receive payment from a 
source in the host 

temporary stay of 90 days

 Intra-corporate transfers – must 
have been employed or 
partners for at least one year, 
transferred on a temporary 
basis.  Temporary stay for 3 
years
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Temporary 

Presence 

of Natural 

Persons 

(Cont.)
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Managers  - directing, 
supervising authority  
to recruit or dismiss or 

recommend

Specialists - must 
possess uncommon 

knowledge, 
membership of an 

accredited profession



Temporary 

Presence 

of Natural 

Persons 

(Cont.)
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Graduate Trainees:

a national employed by a legal entity for at least 
1 year, 

possess a university degree, 

temporarily transferred for career development 
and training in business techniques or methods 

recipient company may be required to submit 
training programme

Temporary stay up to 1 year



Temporary 

Presence of 

Natural 

Persons 

(Cont.)

 Short Term visitors for business purposes

 Research and Design; Marketing 
Research; Training Seminars; Trade 
Fairs; Sales and Purchasing;  Tourism 
Personnel

Provided they are not engaged in selling 
their services to the general public; 
do not receive remuneration in the 
territory of temporary stay, not to 
engage through a contract outside 

of the territory of temporary stay;

Temporary stay up to 90 days
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Business 

Service 

Sellers 

(BSS)

29
Representatives of a service supplier seeking 
temporary entry to negotiate the sale of services or 
entering into agreements to sell services 

For all sectors liberalized

Temporary entry for 90 days

Do not engage in making direct sales to the public

Do not receive remuneration from a source in the 
host State

For all sectors liberalized under modes 1, 2, and 3



Contractual 

Services 

Suppliers

(CSS)

 National employed by a legal 
entity,

 No commercial presence in the 
other territory

 Have concluded a bona fide 
contract requiring temporary 
presence to fulfil that contract
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Temporary 

Entry for 

CSS in EU

1. Legal advisory services in 
respect of international public 
law and foreign law

2. Accounting and bookkeeping 
services

3. Taxation advisory services

4. Architectural services

5. Urban planning and 
landscape architecture 
services

6. Engineering services

7. Integrated Engineering 
services

8. Medical and dental services

9. Veterinary services

10. Mid-wives services
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Temporary 

Entry for 
CSS in EU

11. Services provided by nurses, 
physiotherapists and paramedical 
personnel

12. Computer and related services

13. Research and development 
services

14. Advertising Services

15. Market Research and Opinion 
Polling

16. Management consulting services

17. Services related to management 
consulting

18. Technical testing and analysis 
services

19. Related scientific and technical 
consulting services

20. Maintenance and repair of 
equipment
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Temporary 

Entry for CSS 
in EU

21. Chef de cuisine services

22. Fashion Model Services

23. Translation and interpretation  
services

24. Site investigation work

25. Higher education services (only 
privately-funded services)

26. Environmental services

27. Travel agencies and tour 
operators’ services

28. Tourist guide services

29. Entertainment services other 
than audiovisual services
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Conditions 

for CSS

34

Must have a registered business or an 
employee of a juridical person

Must possess a university degree or 
equivalent and professional qualifications 
(except fashion model chef de cuisine & 
entertainment);

Must first obtain a service contract not 
exceeding a period of twelve months 
(temporary entry and stay not more than 6 
months);

Must have been an employee of the 
juridical person for at least one year 
immediately preceding application;



Conditions 

for CSS ( 

continued)

• Must possess at least three 
years professional experience;

• Remuneration only for the 
contract; 

• Subject to Economic Needs 
Test (ENT) - The main criteria 
will be the assessment of the 
relevant market situation in the 
Member State or the region 
where the service is to be 
provided, including with 

respect to the number of, the 
impact on, existing services 
suppliers

• The number of persons 
covered by the service 
contract shall not be larger 
than necessary to fulfil the 
contract
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Independent 

Professional 

(IP)

 National, self-employed with no 
commercial presence in the other 
territory

 Have concluded a bona fide 

contract requiring temporary 
presence for a period not 
exceeding 12 months

 Have six years professional 
experience 

 A university degree or 
qualification demonstrating 
knowledge

 Temporary stay up to 6 months
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Access for 

Independent 

Professionals 

in the EU

1. Legal advisory service in respect 
of international public law and 
foreign law (i.e. non-EU Law)

2. Architectural services

3. Urban Planning and landscape 
architecture services

4. Engineering services

5. Integrated Engineering services

6. Computer and related services

7. Research and development 
services

8. Market Research and Opinion 
Polling
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Access for 

Independent 

Professionals 

in the EU

9. Management consulting 
services

10. Services related to 
management consulting

11. Translation and Interpretation 
services
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Tourism 

Services

39

Introduces disciplines on prevention of 
anticompetitive practices

Facilitate transfer of technology and participation of 
SME

Cooperate on mutual recognition of tourism 
requirement, qualifications, licences

Provides for addressing environmental  and  quality 
standards – must not constitute unnecessary barriers 
to trade  and allow for CF participation in 
international standard setting organization



Development 

Cooperation 

in

Tourism 

 Takes into consideration 
asymmetries

 Subject to Article 7 (Development 
Cooperation)of the Agreement

Upgrade national accounting 
systems

Develop capacity for 
environmental management

Facilitate the development of 
marketing strategies for SME’s

Provide for exchange 
programmes and training, 
including languages 
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Trade in 

Goods

 Rules of Origin (Protocol I)

products originating from 
Member States will receive 
preference 

 Administration Cooperation ( 
Article 20)

Special provisions and 
administrative cooperation to 
combat

irregularities and fraud in 
customs and related matters

 Safeguards (Article 25 (6)b)

Measure to prevent or remedy 
serious injury

Should not be applied for a 
period exceeding two years
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Trade in 

Goods

42

National Treatment (Article 27)

• - No quantitative regulations to afford 
protection to domestic goods

Phased reduction of Customs 
Duties/ODC 

• (over 25 years period)

Maintain a list of Exclusion items 
(Article 164  Treaty of Chaguaramas)

Moratorium on tariff liberalization for 
motor vehicles for three years



Protocol on 

Cultural 

Cooperation

43

Based on the UNESCO Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions;

Speaks to having ratified or intending to do 
so promptly;

Highlights the importance of cultural 
cooperation taking into consideration the 
degree of development of cultural industries, 
imbalances of cultural exchanges and the 
existence of preferential schemes for the 
promotion of cultural content



Protocol on 

Cultural 

Cooperation

 Sets the framework for 

cooperation;

 Improve conditions for 

exchange of cultural 

activities and redressing 

the structural 

imbalances and 

asymmetrical patterns;

 Preferential treatment 

for cultural exchanges 

and dialogue
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Protocol on 

Cultural 

Cooperation

 Training and increased contacts 
between artists and other cultural 
professional and practitioners; 
and

 Facilitate the temporary stay of 
cultural professionals  and 
practitioners for a period of 90 
days within 12months; 

 Provided they are not engaged in 
selling their services to the general 
public; do not receive 
remuneration in the territory of 
temporary stay, not to engage 
through a contract outside of the 
territory of temporary stay
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Protocol on 

Cultural 

Cooperation

 Technical Assistance for the 
development of cultural industries; 
implementation of cultural 
policies and promoting 

production and exchange; and 
for the usage and transfer of 
technologies and know-how;

 Promotion of networks; 
encourage joint productions;

 dissemination of publications
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Protocol on 

Cultural 

Cooperation

Audio-visual

 Negotiation & implementation of 
co-production agreements

 Facilitate access to co-production 
agreements

 EC wide access for co-production

 Access to funding for the creative 
sector

 Cooperation on standards to 

ensure compatibility and 
interoperability of technologies

 Facilitate rental and leasing of 
technical material and 
equipment.

 Facilitate the digitalisation of 
audio-visual archives
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THANK YOU
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